Functional testing and chemical composition of cryptococcal extracts.
Three antigens were compared for their ability to detect immune responses in C57Bl/6 mice sensitized to Cryptococcus neoformans. Elicitation of responses in vitro was greatest with a urea extract antigen, followed in efficiency by an alkali extract and a soluble capsular polysaccharide preparation. The reactivity paralleled the protein content of the preparation.